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Introduction

Water and Wastewater Financing Board (WWFB)

Created in 1987

In 2007 moved administratively from Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation 
(TDEC) to Comptroller of the Treasury (COT)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to introduce you briefly to my office and to the Boards I serve as Technical Secretary to.  The legislation I am discussing today came from these boards.  



Water and Wastewater Financing Board

Cities and Towns (250)

Counties (12)

Authorities (10)

Water and Wastewater only



Introduction

Utility Management Review Board (UMRB)

Created in 1987

In 2007 moved administratively from Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation 
(TDEC) to Comptroller of the Treasury (COT)



Utility Management Review Board

Utility Districts (180)

Water
Wastewater
Gas
Fire  



Both Boards

9 members

2 ex-officio

7 appointed by Governor

All grand divisions of Tennessee represented



What do we do?

Water and Wastewater Financing Board
 Purpose (TCA § 68-221-1007)

• To correct financial losses
• Reasonable user rate increases (expense decreases)
• Negotiate consolidations 

Utility Management Review Board 
 Legislative directive (TCA § 7-82-706)

• Act for the public welfare
• Carry out the General Assembly’s intent that utility districts be 

operated as self-sufficient enterprises.



Municipal Training 

PC 118 - Municipal Utility Board Member 
Training

 Mandates training and continuing education for members 
of the governing body of a municipal water or sewer 
system subject to T.C.A. § 7-34-115

 Municipal utility system includes the system of “any county 
or incorporated city or town of the state”

 Water and wastewater authorities also included

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I know there has been confusion about the new training requirements., but I hope today we can clear some of these issues up.  The training has been effecting since April 12 2017. 

I also plan on leaving ample time to answer any specific questions you have.



Municipal Training 
PC 118 - Municipal Utility Board Member 
Training
 New board member must get 12 hours of training within 

one year after initial appointment or election to the 
municipal utility’s governing body

 Incumbent board members must get 12 hours of training 
within one year after their re-appointment or re-election to 
the municipal utility’s governing board after April 12, 2017



Municipal Training 
PC 118 - Municipal Utility Board Member 
Training
Subjects include, but not limited to, 

• Board governance
• Financial oversight
• Policy-making responsibilities
• Other topics reasonably related to board duties



Municipal Training 
PC 118 - Municipal Utility Board Member 
Training
 Training and continuing education offered by an 

association or organization must have its curriculum 
approved by the Comptroller’s Office PRIOR TO USE

 In house trainings may be approved
• Budget
• Audit
• Ethics
• Other topics reasonably related to board duties



Municipal Training 
PC 118 - Municipal Utility Board Member 
Training
 After getting initial 12 hours of training, the board member 

must get 12 hours of training and continuing education 
every three years – New continuing education period 
begins on January 1 of the following year

 Failure to get the required training and continuing 
education may result in

• Imposition of reasonable sanctions by the Boards
• Ineligibility for state revolving loan fund loans and 

grants



Municipal Training 

PC 118 - Extension of Municipal Official 
Training Deadlines

Comptroller may grant a six month extension of 
training deadline

 Show reasonable, substantial compliance

Must complete the full training required within six 
months extension for the relevant training period



PC 118 – Example 
Commissioner Water gets initial 12 hours of training 
on January 14, 2019

Commissioner Water’s new “Continuing Education 
Period” starts on January 1, 2020

Commissioner Water MUST have 12 hours of training 
completed by January 1, 2023

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unless extension given



PC 118 – Example 
Elected City Commissioner Water misses training 
and fails to get an extension 
 Commissioner Water’s City is referred to the WWFB

Appointed City Commissioner Water misses training 
and fails to get an extension 
 Commissioner Water’s City is referred to the WWFB

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let me address how to keep up with your training and what you need to do.  You do not need to submit anything to my office at this point.  You will need to keep all records of training in house.  



FAQs
Who is required to receive the training under Public 
Chapter 118?
 All board members of municipalities, counties, and 

treatment authorities that oversee a water and/or 
wastewater system.

How is training approved?
 Anyone wishing to have training approved should submit a 

detailed syllabus and the appropriate supporting 
documentation to utilities@cot.tn.gov for approval.



FAQs
I was elected before 2017 am I grandfathered in?
 NO

I was elected before 2017, do I have to take the 
initial 12 hours?
 YES – when you are re-elected

Can I get an extension after I have already missed 
the requirement?
 NO (However)

Who do I send my training certificates to?
 The records custodian in your office

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even if we deny your request get the training 



FAQs
Will you approve my internal training?
 Yes

Will the Comptroller’s office hold free trainings?
 Yes, Regionally 

Can any utility commissioner get an extension
 Yes – if done correctly 

Where do I get an extension?
 https://comptroller.tn.gov/boards/utilities.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Need more of this from individual cities



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look at an extension 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about substantial compliance and how you cannot say I got 0 because I did not want to do the training. 

Also add that you need to send when you were elected/appointed

Let’s say you get an extension and need a few hours. Where can you go?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you register you will get an email with your password and the information you need.  It is very important that you are accurate when you sign up so you get the correct classes.  It is free for anyone and you do not have to be a utility commissioner to take the training.  If you are not a commissioner you can sign up under the municipal group and watch the videos. 

If you are having trouble please feel free to reach out to our office for assistance.

Look at free online training 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask for suggestions of other topics







John Greer 
Utilities Specialist

Comptroller of the Treasury
425 Fifth Ave North
Nashville, TN 37243

Phone: (615) 747-5260
utilities@cot.tn.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions
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